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From the Governors

Jemez Springs Property
The Pueblo of Jemez purchased approximately 23 acres of property in the Village of Jemez 

Springs, currently known as the Handmaids of the Precious Blood property, in December of 
2014. The land is currently held in fee simple status. 

This year, Tribal Council authorized the Governors and the Pueblo’s legal counsel to start 
the application to have the land placed into trust status, which will designate the land as 
“Indian Country” once the application is approved by the Secretary of Interior. 

A committee has been established to consider all possible uses of the property to help 
determine how the land can be used and for what purposes. The committee is comprised of 
representatives from the Health Board, Tribal Administration, Tribal Council and the Gov-
ernors. Towards this effort of deciding the uses of the property, the committee invited all 
program directors and managers for a tour of the property on April 21 and discussed possible 
uses from the directors’ and managers’ perspective. A tour of the property for the Senior 
Program is being planned in May. A tour or open house for the tribal community is being 
planned for June. Details for the tribal community tour/open house will be forthcoming as 
plans are finalized. 

Pecos National Monument
	 Representatives from the Pueblo, which included the Governors, members of the 

Pecos Eagle Society and Tribal Archeologist Chris Toya, met with Superintendent Karl Cor-
dova and his staff from the National Park Service (NPS.) Superintendent Cordova schedules 
this annual meeting to inform the Pueblo of ongoing program activities at the Pecos National 
Monument. 

The Pueblo and Pecos NPS have a very good working relationship, thanks to prior tribal 
leaders maintaining communications with the Pecos NPS and thanks to Chris Toya for his 
tireless efforts in working with the NPS staff at Pecos. There will be another meeting with 
the Pecos Monument staff this summer to visit other archaeological sites within the Park 
boundaries. 

We also discussed opportunities for our tribal members with college level experience to be 
seasonal Park tour guides so our own tribal members are doing the interpretations and educa-
tion of visitors to the monument. 

We were informed that the Pecos NPS is planning an arts and crafts fair with local arti-
sans to sell their work some time in August or September. This is still in the planning stages 
and Second Lt. Governor Ward Yeppa, our Pecos Governor, will be working with the Pecos 
Monument staff. As the plans are finalized, information will be distributed so our artisans can 
participate in this event. 

Continued on page 2
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tribal council

Tribal Council Report
Pueblo of Jemez departments, programs and tribal administration submitted the following 

resolutions for Tribal Council approval.

April 15, 2016
TC 22. Approved participation of two tribal members in the HUD Section 184 program to 

have a house constructed on a site described in the residential lease.
TC 23. Repealed Tribal Council Resolution No. 2004-17 that delegated governance authority 

over the Santa Fe Indian School (SFIS) trust lands to the SFIS, Inc. and its Board of Trust-
ees and approved and authorized the Albuquerque Indian School  District (AISD) Gov-
erning Council to be responsible for all governance matters on the SFIS trust lands. Tribal 
Council also authorized the Governor, when sitting as a member of the AISD Governing 
Council, to exercise governmental powers of the Pueblo on behalf of the Tribal Council, 
over all matters related to trust lands.

From the Governors

Governors’ Report, Continued

Pending Litigation
The Pueblo of Jemez achieved a major victory in the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals on its 

land claim to the Valles Caldera. The case, Pueblo of Jemez vs United States, has been remanded 
back to the Federal District Court in Albuquerque for a trial for the Pueblo to prove its aborigi-
nal title to the Valles Caldera. The Pueblo is working closely with our tribal attorneys to pre-
pare for trial. The trial date may be in late 2017 or early 2018. 

The Pueblo of Jemez, together with Pueblo de Cochiti and some individual property own-
ers, are also involved in another major litigation against Tri-State in Sandoval County District 
Court for the damages suffered to our lands and resources in the Canada de Cochiti grant as 
a result of the Las Conchas fire. The damages trial against Tri-State is scheduled in September 
2016. Our attorneys who specialize in fire litigation are working diligently with the Pueblo to 
prepare for trial and in preparing our tribal fact witnesses for depositions. Depositions of our 
tribal witnesses are scheduled starting May 10 – 13.

Graduation Season
	 Our sincere congratulations to all the graduates from the Pueblo of Jemez and to 

all the parents for supporting your children. We encourage you to continue furthering your 
education. To the high school graduates, this is not the end of your education but it is only the 
beginning. Enjoy your special day but please make it a safe celebration. 
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Job Opportunities  
With the Pueblo of 

Jemez 
 
Tribal Administration
	 IT Systems Specialist 

Education
	 Education Services Manager  

Planning and Development
	 Director, Planning and 		
		  Development 

Public Works
	 Director, Public Works 

Tribal Court
	 Court Administrator
	 Probation Officer

Natural Resources
Forestry Laborer, Temporary Full 	

	 Time
Forestry Crew Boss, Temporary 	

	 Full Time

Health & Human Services
	 Medical Director 
	 Technical Writer 
	 Nurse Manager 
	 Registered Nurse 
	 Alternate Resource Specialist
	 Peer Support Worker, Certified 
	 Prevention Coordinator 
	 Victims' Services Coordinator

To learn more about a job or the 
recruitment process, stop in to the 
Human Resources Department to 
speak with Fran and review our vacancy 
announcements for more details. 

For more information, call (575) 
834-7359 or visit the web site at www.
jemezpueblo.org.

tribal administration

Jemez Welcomes New  
Tribal Administrator
Senator Benny Shendo, Jr. is the new Pueblo of Jemez 

Tribal Administrator. He has more than 20 years of expe-
rience in various management and leadership positions in 
business and education as well as tribal and state govern-
ment and has served as First and Second Lieutenant Gov-
ernor for the Pueblo of Jemez. Most recently, he served 
as the President of the Jemez Community Development 
Corporation, which includes four subsidiary enterprises 
and employs a staff of 25. 

“I’m very excited about this new opportunity,” Benny says. “My role is to facili-
tate progress, not to micromanage.  Being that the Tribal Administrator plays a 
pivotal role between the Governors’ office, Tribal Council and program directors, 
my task is to ensure that we are serving the people of our community, that is the 
ultimate measure.” 

As Cabinet Secretary for the New Mexico Department of Indian Affairs from 
2004-2007, he was responsible for the establishment of the Tribal Infrastructure 
Fund (TIF) in 2005.  Since then, the Tribal Infrastructure Fund has provided over 
$97 million dollars to tribes across the state for various projects within their respec-
tive communities. He is the former President/CEO of the Pueblo Insurance Agency, 
a corporation owned by the 19 New Mexico Pueblo tribes providing commercial 
insurance for their government and business enterprises. As the former Vice Presi-
dent for Business Development of Notah Begay III Consulting, he secured multi-
million dollar turn-key golf development projects. He left his position as Assistant 
Dean of Students at Stanford University in 1997 to return to the pueblo to launch 
San Diego Riverside Charter School, the first charter school in the state. He was also 
the Senior Manager for Native American Program at the University of New Mexico 
College of Engineering and was selected as a Fellow by the WK Kellogg Founda-
tion’s National Leadership Program from 1997-2000.  

In 2004, he received the Mary G. Ross Award from the Council of Energy 
Resource Tribes for professional achievements. In 2007, received the First American 
Public Advocate Award in recognition of outstanding leadership and contributions 
made to American Indian economic and business development by The National 
Center for American Indian Enterprises Development.

Benny is a graduate of the University of Colorado at Boulder, Leeds School of 
Business and attended Law School at the University of Colorado. His two children 
have also graduated from college, (Eileen: University of Colorado, Benjamin: New 
Mexico State University). He has three grandsons, Wequai, Nuhkon and Sequan.  

“Despite being a small rural tribe without gaming income, Jemez is recognized 
as a national leader in health care, education and innovation among other tribes 
nationally,” Benny observes. “We are willing to take the calculated risks, backed by 
solid information, required to create progress.”
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tribal administration

Sandra Duran is the new Finance 
Department Accounting Supervisor. She 
has a bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration with a concentration in 
accounting plus 20 years of experience in 
the field.  

“My three adult children live in Maine, 
Kentucky and California. My interests are 
bike riding, volleyball, hiking and visiting 
my kids,” Sandra says. “I look forward to 
working here and meeting everyone.”
Clinton Weatherspoon is an officer 
with the Jemez Police Department. His 
25 years of experience include serving 
with the University of New Mexico Police 
Department after retiring as captain in 
Gallup. He also served as a Sandoval 
County Sheriff sergeant and is a certified 
training instructor. The graduate of 
Northwestern University School of Police 
Staff and Command is returning to the 
Jemez community after being the school 
resource officer at the Jemez Day, San 

Diego Riverside and Jemez Valley Schools from 1998 to 2001.
“I’m familiar with the community and look forward to 

being a resource for the people here,” he says. “There’s a lot 
I can offer and a lot I hope to learn.”

Gilbert Sanchez joined the Pueblo of 
Jemez Law Enforcement in March as a 
police officer. He retired as a sergeant 
from the Sandoval County Sheriff’s 
Department. Starting his career at the 
Sandoval County Detention Center, he 
left to follow his dream of becoming 
a sheriff’s deputy. He earned his New 
Mexico Law Enforcement Certification 
from the Bernalillo County Sheriff’s 
Office Regional Training Center, Cadet 
Class 20. He also completed several 

additional hours of professional training as well as education 
related to the supervision of law enforcement professionals. 

“It's an honor and privilege to serve the citizens of Jemez 
Pueblo,” Officer Sanchez says. “I look forward to learning all 
I can to provide the service you deserve.”

Thomas Fragua is the new Tribal 
Court Clerk. He holds a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Criminal Justice from New 
Mexico State University and is taking 
a break from his studies at NMSU 
where he is pursuing a Master’s 
Degree in Criminal Justice. He 
plans to continue in the near future. 
The last two years, Thomas was 
a seasonal worker in Yellowstone 

National Park as a security guard and volunteer firefighter; he 
is a trained structural firefighter. “Although I miss the scenery 
and nature of Yellowstone – the wildlife and landscape – I'm 
happy to be home in my community,” Thomas says.
Tanya Shendo is the new Senior Center 
Program Manager after having served as 
the Victim Services Coordinator in the 
Social Services Program since March of 
2014. Of Jemez Pueblo and Chippewa 
Cree descent, she earned her Associate 
of Arts degree in human services 
from Stone Child College in 1994, a 
community college in Rocky Boy, MT, 
her mother’s home area. In 1998, she 
earned a bachelor’s degree in social 
work from New Mexico Highlands University. She worked 
for Jemez Social Services as a child advocate from 1998 to 
2002, then worked in two home healthcare agencies and a 
residential treatment center at the Juvenile Detention Youth 
Services Center. She brings varied experiences working with 
different age groups in different settings.  

“I’ve learned that everyone needs support in different 
forms in all walks of life,” Tanya says. “I’ve seen youth struggle 
and I’ve seen the needs of the elders rise as well. We are very 
fortunate to have programs here to assist youth, elders and 
their families.”
Patricia Lopez, LMHC Art Therapist, 
has contracted with JHHS as Medical 
Behavioral Health Therapist (SBIRT 
Counselor,) working with the medical 
group. Pat was a professional court 
artist before becoming a therapist. She 
sketched famous trials when judges 
would not allow cameras in court, 
including the Oklahoma City bomb trial. 

“My family is from Oklahoma. I was 
honored to have my art from the bomb trial permanently 
exhibited in the Oklahoma National Memorial Museum,” she 
says. Pat is married with two adult children. 

“I am honored to be here. My grandmother was a healer 
in the Creek Nation and I have always wanted to be like her, 
but I will create healing with the art. I am very grateful to the 
Governors and Tribal Council for this opportunity.”
Tommy Ashley brings 28 years of 
experience to his role as the new 
Optometry Technician. He is a member 
of the American Board of Opticianry, 
certified under continuing education 
since 1998. “I enjoy helping patients at 
the Pueblo of Jemez,” he says.
Basil Pina has transitioned to the 
position of Financial Analyst at JHHS 
from the Medical Social Work offices.

W e l c o m e  M a t
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Summer FITT For Youth
June 13 through July 28

Keep your students busy, active and fit this summer! The 2016 Walatowa Summer FITT Program is open for all Jemez tribal 
youth and children of tribal employees between the ages of 7 and 17. 

	 Sports Camps 	 Weekly Field Trips 
	 Swimming Days 	 Team Building 
All Walatowa Summer FITT Program participants must be pre-registered to participate. Participant information needed to 

register includes date of birth, a list of any allergies, list of any medications, medical insurance information, physician name and 
number, three emergency contacts, and child’s T-shirt size.  

If you are interested in having your children participate, contact the Walatowa Youth Center at (575) 834-0067.

public health

An Evening of Sharing:
The History of Running in Jemez Pueblo

Wednesday, May 18   6 – 8 p.m. 
Community Resource Center

We are excited to start creating a video that captures our Jemez running tradition that we can share with the community. 
Join an evening of sharing memories and tales for the first production and development of a documentary of our famous Jemez 
running tradition. This is your opportunity to have a voice!

Jemez runners have dominated the sport from elementary and high school to the elders who participate in the Senior Olym-
pics every year. It’s time we capture and share all the achievements and history of running in Jemez Pueblo. Join a dialogue and 
storytelling session about the running history so we can learn more and capture the essence of this healthy tradition. 

If you are unable to attend, contact Cornell F. Magdalena and/or Steven Mora at the Jemez Public Health Programs for more 
information at (575) 834-7207.

Pueblo Revolt Commemorative Run, 2015.
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public health

Visit MOGRO!
Get your organic fruits and vegetables at MoGro at the 

Jemez Health Clinic. Sign up online, or visit the Public Health 
Program to place your order. 

MoGro will deliver to the clinic once or twice a month. 
Pick up a box of produce and other items for only $20! You’ll 
get 10 different organic fruits and vegetables from local and 
regional farmers. Plus MoGro offers 50% off when you pay 
with SNAP so you can double your food bucks! 

Contact Rebecca at mogro@santafecf.org or (505)  
670-8741, go to the Public Health office at the clinic, or call 
(575) 834-7207 for more information.

Are you ready to change your lifestyle to become a healthy, leaner and stronger YOU? Commit to FITT is the 
perfect solution to get you back to feeling great, just in time for summer!  

Join the challenge to make Jemez the healthiest place to live, work and play!

If you’ve been thinking about exercising or considering your nutrition choices, then commit yourself to the FiTT team 
and they will empower, motivate, and support you on this journey. 

Have fun and earn incentives, too.
Contact the Public Health Program for more information at (575) 834-7207 or stop by their offices.

	 Group Fit
	 Foam Roll
	 BOSU
	 Yoga

Cycling (Spin) Classes
Water Wednesdays
Movie Nights
Nutrition Nights

Zumba
Circuit Training 
Line Dancing

Aerobics

Community members explored new tastes and learned 
new techniques when Chef Leah Pokrasso offered another 
cooking class in the Public Health kitchen in April. More 
events are planned – join the fun! 

Contact Cornell Magdalena at the Public Health Programs 
at (575) 834-7207 for more information about the next session.
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Pueblo of Santa Clara 
Monday, May 30   Memorial Day Run

On site Registration starting at 4:30 p.m.
Start Time: 5K Run at 5 p.m. 1K run/walk directly after 5K

Contact: Jon Tafoya 505-692-5254, jtafoya@santaclarapueblo.org;
Lyle Lomayma, 505-692-6260, llomayma@santaclarapueblo.org

Pueblo of Nambe 
Wednesday, June 15

On site Registration starting at 6 p.m.
Start Time: Fun Run/Walk at 6:30 p.m.

Contact: Monica Vigil, 505-455-4415 or 505-660-4876, mvigil@
nambepueblo.org

Pueblo of Cochiti 
Health Fair to follow RUN

Saturday, June 18
On site Registration starting at 8 a.m.

Start Time: Fun Run/Walk at 9 a.m.
Contact: Jude Suina, 505-465-3015, Jude_suina@pueblodecochiti.

org or suinaj17@gmail.com

Pueblo of Zia 
Thursday, June 30

Health Fair
On site Registration starting at 5:30 p.m.

Start Time: Fun Run/Walk at 6:30 p.m.
Contact: Judy Gachupin, 321-0815, jgachupin@fsipinc.org

Pueblo of Jemez
Wednesday, July 6

Challenge Run
On site Registration starting at 5:30 p.m.

Start Time: Fun Run/Walk at 6:30 p.m.
Contact: Karen Toya 575-834-7059, 505-238-0945, karen.toya@
jemezpueblo.us; Juanita Toledo 575-834-0067, 505-917-0360, 

juanita.toledo@jemezpueblo.us

Pueblo of San Felipe 
Friday, July 22

X-RUN Challenge Course
On site Registration starting at 5:30 p.m.

Start Time: Fun Run/Walk at 6 p.m.
Contact: Robert (Bobby) Garcia, 505-771-9996, rgarcia@sfpueblo.

com; Myron Tenorio, 505-771-9996, myront@sfpueblo.com

Pueblo of Acoma
Saturday, August 6

On site Registration starting at 10:30 a.m. 
Start Time: Fun Run/Walk at 11 a.m. /11:15 a.m. 

Contact: Jeremy Chino, 505-552-5134, jchino@puebloofacoma.org

Pueblo of Santa Ana
Wednesday, August 24

On site Registration starting at 5:30 p.m.
Start Time: Fun Run/Walk at 6 p.m.

Contact: JoAnna Garcia, 771-6763, JoAnna.Garcia@santaana-nsn.gov

Pueblo of Santo Domingo (KEWA)
Saturday, September 3

On site Registration starting at 7 a.m.
Start Time: Fun Run/Walk at 7:30 a.m.

Contact: Irvin Coriz, 505-377-8671, i.coriz@kewa-nsn.us;  
Yvette Martinez, 505-328-2712, ymartinez@kewa-nsn.us

Pueblo of Laguna 
Saturday, September 17

On site Registration starting at 8:30 a.m.
Start Time: Fun Run/Walk at 9:30 a.m.

Contact: Donovan Lucero, 505-552-6889, dlucero@lagunapueblo-nsn.
gov; Tina Jojola, 505-552-5021, tjojola@lagunapueblo-nsn.gov,

Pueblo of Taos 
Health Fair/Challenge Run

Monday, Oct. 8
On site Registration starting at 9 a.m. 

Start Time: Fun Run/Walk at 10 a.m. / 10:10 a.m. 
Contact: Paula Tsoodle, 575-758-7824 ext. 123, ptsoodle@taospueblo.

com; Macrina Lefthand, 575-758-7824 ext. 123, Left/MLefthand@
taospueblo.com

Pueblo of Picuris
Saturday, Oct. 15

Health Fair      8 a.m.-noon
On site Registration starting at 9 a.m.
Start Time: Fun Run/Walk at 10 a.m.

Contact: Jonette Sam, 575-587-2712, chrdirector@picurispueblo.org

Pueblo of Pojoaque
Saturday, Oct. 29, 2016

On site Registration starting at 5:30 p.m.
Start Time: Fun Run/Walk at 6 p.m. /1 mile Glow Run at 7p.m.

Contact: Abraham Kosgei, 505-455-9355, akosgei@puebloofpojoaque.
org

Pueblo Crossroads Runs 2016

Pueblo Crossroads Runs 2016 INCENTIVE PROGRAM
Incentives based on number of events attended. 

Runs are subject to change. Please call before each run for 
updates. All runs are free! 

Visit Facebook.com/PuebloCrossroads for event updates 
and locations.

public health
community wellness



Page 8 	 May 2016	 Pueblo of Jemez Red Rocks Reporter

4-H Comes to  
Jemez

Does your child want to be a part of 
4H? Information Night for the 4H 

Program had a great turnout and there is enough interest 
to start the 4H Program in Jemez Pueblo. Steve Lucero and 
Nicole Lujan with the NMSU Sandoval County Extension 
office presented at the event. 

The 4H youth development program is a informal edu-
cational program that provides opportunities to learn skills, 
gain knowledge, have fun, and make contributions in areas 
like environmental education, community service, and cur-
rent youth issues. This program in particular is dedicated to 
providing opportunities for youth to develop leadership and 
management skills, positive self-esteem, effective communi-
cation skills, and a sense of personal responsibility to make 
sound decisions. The 4H Philosophy is “Learn by Doing.” 

The Jemez Pueblo 4H Program will be under the New 
Mexico State University (NMSU) Sandoval County Exten-
sion Program. The Jemez Public Health program will provide 
staff (leaders) and resources to help get the club up and run-
ning for a few years. 

The 4H Program has the following minimum require-
ments for youth: 
ü	 Attend 50% of club meetings
ü	 Enroll in at least one 4-H project per year 
ü	 Complete one demonstration project per year 
ü	 Complete and enter projects at Fair 
ü	 Complete project record sheet for each project 
ü	 Submit a portfolio at the end of the year  

4-H Parents 
4-H is a family affair, offering many opportunities for 

both 4H members and parents. The success of a child’s 4H 
career depends greatly upon parental support and involve-
ment. By being involved in 4H, parents can ensure the best 
growth experience possible for their children.  

Become a 4H Leader. In order for this program to work 
and give our children the best experience possible, parent 
involvement is essential. If you have a skill or trade that you 
would like to teach our youth, enroll to become a 4-H Leader. 

If you would like to know more about the 4H Program, 
take some time to check out the New Mexico State University 
(NMSU) extension at http://aces.nmsu.edu/4H/index.html. 

For more information, contact Steven Mora, Health 
Advocate, at steven.mora@jemezpueblo.us or Alyssa Yeppa, 
Health Advocate, at Alyssa.yeppa@jemezpueblo.us.

public health

Fight The Bite!
Submitted by Robert Morgan, RN

Summer brings the annual invasion of insect pests along 
with long days and sunny weather. Mosquito bites are more 
than an annoyance. Mosquitoes can transmit dangerous, even 
fatal diseases, including West Nile Virus (WNV.) WNV can 
be transmitted only through the bite of an infected mosquito.

Protect yourself and your family with these safety tips.

Protect Yourself
	 Avoid mosquitoes whenever possible. Stay indoors or 

take personal protective measures, especially at dawn and 
dusk when mosquitoes are most active.

	 Use mosquito repellent with DEET according to the 
label.

	 Spray clothing with repellents containing permethrin or 
DEET since mosquitoes can bite through thin clothing.

	 Wear long-sleeved, long-legged clothing with socks and 
shoes whenever possible outdoors.

Protect Your Home
	 Reduce the source: the most effective and economical 

method toward long-term mosquito control.
	 Empty plants and containers of stagnant water.
	 Properly dispose of used tires.
	 Clean rain gutters, bird baths, and swimming pools.
	 Eliminate pools of standing, stagnant water, especially 

with organic debris.
	 Repair damaged or torn window and door screens.
	 Remove outdoor pet food and water dishes that are not 

being used. Flush livestock water troughs twice a week.
	 Close garbage can lids. Be sure water does not collect in 

the bottom of garbage cans.
	 Check around construction sites or do-it-yourself 

improvements to ensure that proper backfilling and grad-
ing prevent drainage problems.

Protect yourself. . . your home. . .  
and our community

Source: www.HealthyMS.com
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senior center

Senior Olympics
The Sandoval County Senior Olympics are in full swing 

this month with competitions in shuffleboard, race walk, road 
race and recreational events. The elders are also preparing for 
the State Senior Olympics competition in Roswell in July. 

John Tabor from the Community Wellness Program 
along with other fitness instructors have been working hard 
on the Senior Olympics Preparation Program to help our 
elders prepare for their competitions. April was stage 2 of the 
four progressive fitness stages. This month the elder’s focus is 
to build upon stage 1. Activities include oxygen uptake, bal-
ance, and general flexibility. The nutritional focus this month 
was learning about vitamins and minerals. 

Crafts at the Children’s Fair
The Senior Program activity table at the Social Services’ 

Children’s Health Fair on April 8 gave children the opportu-
nity to string beads for necklaces, earrings and bracelets. Staff 
and volunteers made men’s traditional wristbands for boys. 
The activity table introduced two of the activities offered at 
intergenerational events. 

Grandchildren and Grandparents Dinner/
Intergenerational Event

This month’s event included dinner and a scavenger hunt. 
Lora Church, Program Director of Indian Area Agency on 
Aging (IAAA,) and two of her volunteers coordinated the 
scavenger hunt using magazines, glue, scissors and paper. 
The participants had a great time using their creativity and 
imagination for the scavenger hunt. We invite grandparents 
and grandchildren are invited to dinner and intergenerational 

events at least twice a month to encourage elders to engage 
with their grandchildren.

Earth Day Planting
Seniors planted corn and chili to celebrate Earth Day on 

April 22. An elder sang during the planting as a form of prayer 
that our seeds will prosper. It was a reminder that the seeds we 
plant anywhere need special attention through songs, prayers, 
hard work and nourishment. Planting seeds to raise crops is 
somewhat similar to plantings seeds to raise children. 

The next phase will be transplanting the seeds we planted 
to our garden on the west side of the Senior Citizens property. 

New Mexico Indian Council on Aging 
The New Mexico Indian Council on Aging’s (NMICOA) 

quarterly meeting was held at the Walatowa Youth Center on 
April 28, with more than 150 guests from several pueblo com-
munities. Our senior citizens worked hard to host this meeting 
and plan the successful event. Thank-you to all the elders who 
helped plan and prepare for the event and a special thank-you 
to Lupita Lucero, who represents Jemez at the NMICOA, for 
her hard work and dedication to the Jemez elders. 

Monthly Activities
Please refer to the Senior Center monthly calendar for a 

more complete schedule of activities. You may pick one up 
at the Senior Center or request that one be emailed to you. 
Call (575) 834-9168 or email Rose Shendo at rose.shendo@
jemezpueblo.us. 

Senior Center News
Submitted by Joseph Fragua

Senior Center volunteers prepare food for 150  guests at the New Mexico Indian 
Council on Aging's quarterly meeting.

Free ASL Classes
June 1 – July 20 

Classes meet weekly
Wednesday evenings  6:30 – 8:30 p.m. at the CRC

Free! 
Learn conversational American Sign Language  and 

information about deaf culture. American Sign Language 
(ASL) is the natural language used by deaf people. The 
language uses the hands, facial expressions, and body 

language to express thoughts, ideas and concepts.
For more information and to register, call the Jemez 
Vocational Rehabilitation Program at (575) 834-0012.

A partnership between JVR and the Community Outreach 
Program for the Deaf.

vocational rehabilitation
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social servicesveterans association

VA Event Benefits Veterans
Sixth Annual VA2K Walk & Roll
Wednesday, May 18      11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Help homeless veterans at the 2016 VA2K Walk & Roll  
at USS Bullhead Memorial Park, 1606 San Pedro Dr. SE. 
Suggested donations include mops, brooms, trash bags, 
toilet paper, door mats, shower curtains, kitchen ware, 
bedding, and bath towels. There will be live music, free food 
for participants and a “Welcome Home” event for veterans 
returning from combat zones.  Service organizations will 
have information tables. Participants can learn about VA 
programs, including the Transition and Care Management 
(TCM) Program that provides care and case management for 
combat and post 9/11 veterans. 

  The NMVAHCS Health Care for Homeless Veterans 
Program offers access to social service providers and 
treatment programs plus clothing assistance.  For more 
information, contact Taryn Alvarez at (505) 256-2784, or 
Stephanie Saldivar at (505) 265-1711, ext. 2057.

Training for Caregivers
Wednesday, May 18      8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Holiday Inn Express

The New Mexico VA Health Care System (NMVAHCS) 
invites caregivers of military veterans to attend a free training. 
Program topics include Managing Stress, Problem Solving, 
and Effective Communication for Family Caregivers. The 
program is free but you must pre-register by Friday, April 25. 
To pre-register or for more information, contact Mary Ann 
Kreski or Roberta Gonzales at (505) 265-1711, ext. 7218 or 
ext. 2469.

The VA’s Caregiver Support Line offers support, resources 
and information to caregivers of veterans; call 855-260-3274. 
Find stories and resources at www.caregiver.va.gov. 

Save the Date!
LGBTQ Conference

Wednesday, June 8
This year, the Social Services Program will host the first 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Questioning/
Queer(LGBTQ) Awareness Conference on Wednesday, June 
8 in recognition of LGBT Pride Month in June.

This is an important topic that causes some discomfort for 
many people. We can recognize the LGBTQ population by 
bringing awareness to our community. 

 “All people deserve to live with dignity and respect, free from 
fear and violence, and protected against discrimination, regard-
less of their gender identity or sexual orientation. During Les-
bian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Pride Month, we celebrate 
the proud legacy LGBT individuals have woven into the fabric of 
our nation, we honor those who have fought to perfect our union, 
and we continue our work to build a society where every child 
grows up knowing that their country supports them, is proud of 
them, and has a place for them exactly as they are.” 

President Barack Obama 

Sexual Assault: 
Did You Know?

Sexual assault and dating violence know no season.  
Be aware, be alert. 

Did You Know?
Before age 18, one in four girls experience a sexual assault.
Before age 18, one in six boys experience a sexual assault.
One in five women will be raped at some point in their lives.

An American is sexually assaulted every two minutes.
Traditional gender norms and power imbalance, media that 

portray women as objects and glorifies violence against 
women, victim blaming, and poor law enforcement/criminal 

justice responses all contribute to sexual violence.
Those who experience sexual violence are more likely to 

suffer from substance abuse, mental health issues, eating 
disorders and poor physical health.

One quarter of dating teens experiences harassment or 
abuse through technology.

If you or someone you care about is in trouble, speak up. 
Take action. You could save a life.

Veterans Service Officer Kenneth Anaya visits the Wala-
towa Veterans Association offices regularly. Appointments are 
encouraged but not mandatory. Monthly meetings are held 
the second Tuesday of each month. All veterans and families 
are welcome. 

If  you have military uniforms that you are not using, the 
WVA is accepting donations for the Honor Guard. Please 
contact the WVA office. 

The office at the Civic Center is open Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Contact Gail Madalena at (575) 
834-0122 for more information.

Walatowa Veterans News
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Walatowa Head Start Registration
Now Recruiting Children Ages 3 to 5 years old

Open Enrollment for the 2016-2017 School Yearuntil May 27, 2016

Returning students are required to submit a re-enrollment application and updated information, which must be completed 
and returned to the program by Friday, May 27, 2016. Please bring the following documents:
ö	 Birth Certificate
ö	 Certificate of Indian Blood (CIB)
ö	 Income Statements (check stub, W2, 2015 Tax Return), Public Assistance (TANF, SSI, unemployment award letters, etc.)
ö	 Updated immunization records.

	 Children’s Services
		  Health Screenings 
		D  ental Screenings
		  Nutritious Meals
		E  ngaging Activities

Please call the WHSLIP to learn more about the program and enrollment requirements. If you have any questions or 
concerns, call Danielle Sando at (575) 834-7366 or stop by the WHSLIP center. 

Dates to Remember
May 11: Parent Center Committee Meeting 
May 21: WHSLIP Graduation 9 a.m. Walatowa Youth Center 
May 27: Last day of school

Parents’ Services
Parents’ Activities
Fathers’ Activities

Parent Center Committee
Parent Education

Community Resources 

Early Childhood Program Manager Lana Toya and 
the Walatowa Head Start Language Immersion Program 
(WHSLIP) were honored at the White House Great Educa-
tors event hosted by President Obama in the White House on 
Tuesday, May 3. Lana will accept an award on behalf of the 
program. The National Indian Education Association (NIEA) 
nominated Lana and the WHSLIP for the award; she is one 
of two Native American Educators selected nationally for this 
honor. Lana’s participation at this event is being supported by 
the Language Immersion grant awarded to Jemez by the WK 
Kellogg Foundation. The White House and US Department 
of Education event celebrates teachers, as well as other early 
childhood and K-12 educators and school leaders.

NIEA’s email informing the pueblo of their nomination 
of Lana and the Head Start Program stated: “We just wanted 
to let you know how much we value your work, your staff’s 
work and the overall commitment to language, culture and 
immersion throughout the community.” Jemez is very fortu-
nate to have received the NIEA nomination, considering all 
the tribes, programs and schools they work with across the 

country. 
“This is a testament to the hard work and dedication of 

all our employees within the Department of Education,” 
says Director Kevin Shendo. “Although I wish I could fly 
the entire Head Start Language Immersion Program to this 
event to be recognized, their hard work and dedication to the 
children of our community will be at the forefront of Native 
Education and Immersion programs nationally and, with the 
Kellogg Foundation’s reach, internationally.” 

“I want to acknowledge our staff who have helped in their 
different capacities to carry the work forward, especially our 
Head Start teachers, coordinators and all support staff. With-
out them and their dedication, true immersion would not 
have been realized.  With this award, we not only strengthen 
our work but bring validity to all the various education and 
language efforts in different tribal communities nationally.” 

“A special acknowledgement and appreciation to NIEA 
and the WK Kellogg Foundation for believing in the edu-
cational vision of our community and being our strongest 
supporters in our efforts over the years.” Kevin concludes.

White House Honors Walatowa Head Start 
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SDRCS Mustang News

education

Universal Breakfast and Lunch Program Community Eligibility Provision

San Diego Riverside Charter School is participating in a Universal Breakfast and Lunch Program for 
the current school year, 2016 -17. All students enrolled at the school may participate in the breakfast/
lunch program at no charge to them.

Studies shown that children who are not hungry perform better in school. By providing breakfast/
lunch to all children at no charge, we are hoping to create a better learning environment for our students. 

The school breakfasts and lunches we serve follow US Department of Agriculture guidelines for healthy school meals. The 
Universal Meals Program cannot succeed without your support; please encourage your children to participate in school meal 
programs. All meals will be served to all students at no charge regardless of eligibility status.

Non-discrimination Statement: 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, 

color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, 
sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment 
or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.)
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Complaint Form, found online at www.ascr.usda.gov/
complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information 
requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or e-mail at program.intake@usda.gov. Individuals who are deaf, hard 
of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish) USDA is an 
equal opportunity provider and employer.

SDRCS a Family of Learners, the Heart & Future of Walatowa

Jemez Valley  
Public Schools
School Health Program: Vaccines

Vaccine Clinic: May 2016
A vaccine clinic will be held at Jemez Valley Public Schools 

during the third week of May 2016 for any enrolled student or 
graduating senior under the age of 19 in need of vaccinations. 
Parent/guardian consent is required for participation. Please 
contact Nurse Luzzi for a permission form if your student has 
not received one and you would like them to participate. 
Vaccines for 2016-2017 School Registration
w	 All students in grades Pre-K through ninth grade need 

two doses of the chicken pox vaccine for school 
registration.

w	 All incoming seventh graders must have a Tdap vaccine 
before registration.

w	 It is recommended that students in grades 10 through 12 
receive a booster if they have not already received one.

w	 Parents/guardians: you must bring your student’s 
vaccine record to registration for verification.
If you have questions, please contact Karin Luzzi, RN, at 

(505) 373-0053.

Youth Ranch Summer  
Junior Leader Program 

The Sandoval County Office of Business Development 
Galloping Grace Youth Ranch Summer Leader Program is 
accepting applications for trainees ages 12 to 17 years old. 
Junior leaders will experience ranch life, learn to care for 
livestock and develop leadership skills. Guest speakers and 
activity leaders will provide more comprehensive educational 
experiences. There is no cost to participate.

A two-week session commitment and attendance at the 
Summer Kick Off and Training are required. 

Registration deadline is May 20, 2016. Spots fill fast! 
First come, first served! Sessions are held Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Training: May 31- June 3 
Session 1: June 6 - 17 
Session 2: June 20 - July 1 
Session 3: July 2, 3, 4 - Pork & Brew 
Session 4: July 11 - 15 (one week) 
Session 5: July 18 - 29 
Session 6: August 1 - 5 (one week) 
End of Summer Barbecue - TBD 
Register online at ggyr.org. For more information, contact 

Jill Anderson, Program Director, at (505) 331-7245 or jill@
ggyr.org. 
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URGENT: Puppy Parvo
We have already seen two cases 

of puppy parvo on the pueblo, which 
can be prevented with vaccinations. 
If you have a litter of pups, please get 
each of them a shot at the early age of 
six weeks old! Mama should also be 
vaccinated at this time, if she is not 
already vaccinated. If you need help in 
getting this done, contact us; we are 
not able to pay for it.
Tick Borne Illnesses

We have had many cases already 
of Anaplasmosis that can easily be 
prevented with a topical treatment 
once a month. This is a “Frontline” 
like application that is easy to use and 
inexpensive. It can be bought over the 
counter.

Treatment once the animal has the 
illness isn’t so cheap. So prevention 
is key to keeping tick-borne illnesses 
under control.
Ground and Water Illnesses

Also seen on the pueblo are 
parasites that can kill an animal. 
Giardia is caught by eating food off 
the ground or drinking water from the 
river where the “bugs” are present. This 
isn’t a bug you can see, but a virus-

Pet Pointers
Jemez Pueblo Animal Rescue

Submitted by Lynne Kito

like contaminant. Use clean bowls or 
buckets to feed your animals and wash 
them afterwards. Provide clean tap 
water for them, so they aren’t forced to 
drink contaminated river or ditch water. 

Dexter: Parvo Puppy Saved!
This pup came to us kind of sick 

and then went into full-blown illness 
with vomiting, diarrhea and then blood 
in the diarrhea. He spent days at the 
emergency hospital in trying to keep 
him alive and get him over this horrific 
illness. Hundreds of dollars were spent 
helping him. If you can help with the 
costs for treating him, information on 
how to donate to the group is below.
Pueblo Regulations

To help identify owned dogs from 
stray dogs, it’s important to keep collars 
on your pets. Without collars to show 
they are owned, dogs may be removed 
from the pueblo as strays. 
Prevent a Litter:  
Spay/Neuter Your Critter!

Jemez Pueblo has a contract with 
Coronado Pet Hospital to pay all surgical 
fees to spay/neuter your pet. Contact 
the Injury Prevention Program at (575) 
834-1001 to make an appointment. 

This service is available only to Pueblo 
of Jemez residents; one dog and cat 
per household. Transportation is not 
available. If you absolutely cannot 
transport your pet, contact Samuel 
Adams for assistance.

JPAR information
Jemez Pueblo Animal Rescue has 

applied for incorporated status from 
the state of New Mexixo, with support 
from board members who live off of the 
pueblo. JPAR will file for 501(c)3 status 
with the federal government when the 
state documents arrive. 

We need your help! Pleae consider 
making a donation to help abused 
and abandoned animals. Donations 
can be mailed to JPAR at PO Box 71, 
San Ysidro, NM 87053. Make online 
donations made to at www.gofundme.
com/burm4efw or contact Samuel 
Adams at (505) 834-1001.

injury prevention

education

Colleges and Universities
University of New Mexico Native Graduation	 Thurs., May 12	 6 p.m.
New Mexico Highlands University/Rio Rancho	 Thurs., May 12	 6 p.m.
New Mexico Highlands University	 Sat., May 14	 2 p.m.
University of New Mexico (General)	 Sat., May 14	 9 a.m.

Local Schools
Walatowa High Charter School	 Friday, May 6	 6 p.m.
Volcano Vista High School	 Wed., May 11	 6:30 p.m.
Jemez Valley High School	 Saturday, May 14	 11 a.m.

Native American Community Academy	 Sunday, May 15	 10 a.m.
Cleveland High School	 Monday, May 16	 11 a.m.
Jemez Day School	 Friday, May 20	 10 a.m.
Jemez Valley Middle School Promotion	 Friday, May 20	 6 p.m.
Walatowa Head Start	 Saturday, May 21	 9 a.m.
San Diego Riverside Charter School	 Saturday, May 21	 1 p.m.
St. Pius X High School	 Tuesday, May 24
Santa Fe Indian School  
                  Middle School Promotion	 Tuesday, May 24	 10 a.m.
Santa Fe Indian School	 Thursday, May 26	 10 a.m.	

Congratulations Graduates!
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Historians discuss and debate the “conquest” of the New 
World by the Spanish. These conquistadors, or conquerors, 
are viewed as complicated individuals motivated by both 
greed and religious fervor. Men such as Hernan Cortes and 
Francisco Pizarro accomplished amazing military feats against 
the Aztec and the Inca Empires, but at great cost in human life 
and suffering. Some historians even argue that these figures 
fall under the “Black Legend,” suggesting that their atrocities 
against the Native American people have been over-inflated 
and that they do not deserve to be vilified. However, even 
among historians who defend the Spanish, one conquistador 
is universally hated and maligned: Pedro de Alvarado.

Pedro de Alvarado was born in Spain in 1485. He arrived 
in the New World around 1510 and joined the conquest of 
Cuba under Diego de Valazquez. Alvarado was given a large 
estate and the Indian labor to work it. In 1518, he joined the 
Grijalva Expedition to scout the coast of Mexico. 

During the expedition, Alvarado learned of the gold-
rich Aztec Empire. He set off up the Papaloapan River to 
conquer the Aztecs, but was caught and sent back to Cuba 
for disobeying orders. Alvarado returned to Cuba and told 
Governor Valazquez about the Aztecs and "his" discovery. 

Cortes launched an expedition the next year to conquer 
this kingdom, with Alvarado as second in command. Cortes’ 
party moved inland, first battling then aligning themselves 
with the Tlaxcala Confederacy before going to Tenochtitlan, 
the capital of the Aztec Empire. Cortes took Montezuma 
hostage with little bloodshed, but then left. 

Alvarado was put in charge. The uneasy peace, brokered 
by Cortes, quickly fell apart when Alvarado ordered the 
slaughter of the Aztec nobles and priests attending a religious 
festival. By the time Cortes returned, the Spanish were 
overwhelmed. They killed the captive Montezuma and fled.

The conquest of Aztec Empire took another two years 
until 1521. Alvarado distinguished himself as the most 
vicious and capable of Cortes’s lieutenants. More than many 
other conquistadors, he utilized terror tactics to harass and 

intimidate his adversaries with remarkable success. He 
garnered the nickname “the Red Sun,” perhaps because of 
his reddish blond hair. Or the name may have come from his 
love of bloodshed.

The conquest of the Aztecs did not appease Alvarado’s 
thirst for wealth, land and slaves. In 1524, he set out to 
conquer the Maya of Central America. During this period, 
Alvarado committed his greatest atrocities. Bartolome de las 
Casas writes: “Since Alvarado never fed the ten or twenty 
thousand impressed natives in his army, he gave them leave 
to eat their prisoners, thus setting the royal seal of approval 
on the establishment of human abattoir where he himself 
presided over the slaughter and grilling of children and where 
grown men were butchered for the sake of their hands and 
feet which were generally held to be the best cuts.” 

With the fall of the Maya in Guatemala, Honduras and 
El Salvador, Pedro de Alvarado was granted the titles of 
Governor and Knight of Santiago. However, his colleagues 
began to view him as problematic. His levels of barbarity were 
seen as undermining Spanish authority. Most conquistadors 
wanted to rule over the indigenous population, not eradicate 
them. So he was encouraged to leave. 

Alvarado turned to South America and the Incan Empire. 
He arrived on the coast of Ecuador in 1534. His notoriety, both 
as a genocidal killer and his refusal to obey even the most 
rudimentary orders, preceded him. Pizarro’s men met him on 
his arrival in Quito and bribed him to return to Honduras. 

With this new wealth, Alvarado began to prepare for his 
greatest and most ambitious conquest. He gathered troops 
and constructed ships for a transpacific voyage to conquer 
China and the Spice Islands. But just as he was about to 
set sail in 1541, one of his few friends, Cristobal de Onate, 
contacted him. Cristobal’s son, Juan de Onate, later colonized 
New Mexico. Like Alvarado, Onate had been accused of 
major atrocities against the indigenous population. 

In 1540, war had broken out on New Spain’s northern 
fringes. With most Spaniards having left to explore the 
American Southwest under Francisco Coronado, the 
Chichimec had revolted. Onate begged Alvarado for aid and 
he took his men north.

The Viceroy of New Spain, Antonio de Mendoza, did not 
want Alvarado in his territory and ordered him to turn back. 
When Alvarado arrived at Guadalajara, Mendoza sent further 
word that Alvarado and Onate were not to attack the Indians, 
but to wait for his arrival. All of these orders were ignored.

In June of 1541, Pedro de Alvarado laid siege to the 
Chichimec stronghold of Nochistlan. The Chichimec fought 
ferociously. Alvarado led a cavalry charge against the fortress. 
His horse fell on him and he died several days later.

To many historians, Alvarado’s death marks the end of 
the initial era of Spanish “conquest” in the New World. While 
atrocities continued throughout the Colonial Era, these 
abuses never reached the mark set by the Red Sun. 

The Worst of the Worst: Pedro de Alvarado
By Matthew J. Barbour, Manager, Jemez Historic Site

Jemez Historic Site



VOTERS' INFORMATION

Presidential Primary Election 
Tuesday June 7, 2016      7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

The General Election is Nov. 8, 2016  
Precinct 15: Walatowa Youth Center

Precinct 77: Community Resource Center
 Early Voting Site

Jemez Pueblo Civic Center
May 23 and 24      10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

2016 Election Calendar
	 May 21: 	 Early voting begins
	 June 4: 	 Absentee and early voting end.

If you are 18 years old and older, please register to 
vote today. Your vote counts!

For more information and assistance, contact Peter 
Magdalena at the Civic Center at (505) 934-8826 or 

the Sandoval County Clerk's office at (505) 867-7477.
VOTE YES to the MIL LEVY to support funding for Sandoval Regional Medical Center (SRMC) and RUST Hospitals. 

Your “Yes” gives more funds to help the operation of Sandoval County  Hospitals. Support our County by VOTING!
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26th Annual  
Jemez Red Rocks Arts & Crafts Show

Memorial Day Weekend

May 28 - 30           9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Authentic Crafts

Native Foods

Traditional Dances

FREE!


